
A Tenant’s Guide 

MOVING  
BEFORE  
YOUR  LEASE  
IS  UP?  

This brochure contains general information and not specific legal 

advice.  Although this information is believed to be accurate at 

the time of preparation, individual situations may require 

individual analysis, such that it may be advisable to consult with 

a lawyer.  June 2010 

A LEASE is a legally binding contract.  Leases 

can be oral or written.  While it is typical for 

written leases to be for a one year term, they 

can be for a longer or shorter term.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When you attempt to move out before your 

lease term expires, your landlord may sue 

you for the remainder of your lease term plus 

other costs.  Unless you are moving out 

because you are in the military, you may be 

liable for moving out early. 
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Your landlord must attempt to mitigate or 

reduce his/her losses by attempting to find 

a new tenant.  If the landlord finds a new 

tenant, you would be released from liability 

for future rent payments, provided that the 

new tenant is paying the same rent amount 

that you were supposed to be 

paying.   

While the landlord has a duty 

to mitigate losses, he/she 

only needs to put 

forth a reasonable 

effort to rent out your 

apartment.   

If you move out before 

your lease is up and 

don’t reach some agreement with your 

landlord he/she can keep your security 

deposit and sue you for any unpaid rent or 

other costs. 

Your Landlord’s  
Rights And 

Responsibilities 

1. Talk to Your Landlord! You may be able to 

sublet your apartment if you get 

permission from your landlord or you may 

be able to negotiate a mutual rescission 

of your lease contract. 

2. Give Advance Notice! By alerting your 

landlord as soon as possible prior to 

actually moving out, the landlord can 

start looking for new tenants.  The best 

case scenario would be that your 

landlord finds someone before your 

actual move out date.  While this may not 

happen, the more time you give your 

landlord, the better off you may be. 

For the future, you may want to consider 

trying to negotiate a lease provision that lets 

you out of your lease if you have to move 

early or enter into a month to month lease 

that lets you out with 30 days notice to your 

landlord. 

What To Do  
If  You Must Move Before 

Your Lease Is Up 

You May Be  
Responsible For: 

Rent.  Your landlord can sue you for the 

remainder of your lease term.  Example: 

If you need to move out in April, but your 

lease does not expire until December, 

your landlord can sue for rent for April 

through December or until a new tenant 

is found. 

Difference between your rent and the 

new rent.  If your landlord takes a loss 

and rents out your apartment at a 

monthly rent less than what you were 

paying, then you may be liable for the 

difference.  Example:  Your monthly rent 

for the apartment was $600.  The new 

tenant pays $500.  You may be liable for 

the $100 dollar difference for the rest of 

your lease even though the landlord 

found a new tenant. 

Other costs.  You may also be liable to 

pay the landlord the costs incurred to 

advertise your now available apartment. 


